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Abstract: The presence of the cricket Gryllomorpha uclensis Pantel, 1890 (Orthoptera, Gryllidae) in Portugal is confirmed and

localities are given for the first time.
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Confirmacion de la presencia de Gryllomorpha uclensis Pantel, 1890 en Portugal (Orthoptera, Gryllidae)
Resumen: Se confirma la presencia del grillo Gryllomorpha uclensis Pantel, 1890 (Orthoptera, Gryllidae) en Portugal citandose

por primera vez de localidades concretas.
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Introduction

The genus Gryllomorpha Fieber, 1853 is represented in the Iberian
Peninsula by four species: G. dalmatina (Ocskay, 1832), G. longi-
cauda (Rambur, 1839), G. adspersa Bolivar, 1914 ssp. merobricen-
sis Fernandes, 1959 and G. uclensis Pantel, 1890. Although all of
them were recorded from Portugal in the past (Kirby 1906, Aires &
Menano 1915, Ebner 1941, Chopard 1943, Fernandes 1959) only
the presence of G. adspersa ssp. merobricensis, described from
Grandola (southern Portugal), is properly documented. This is due
to the absence of voucher specimens and precise known localities
in the case of G. uclensis; to the unreliable identification of a larva
deposited in the Museu Zooldgico da Universidade de Coimbra
(MZCP) in the case of G. dalmatina and to the uncertainty of the
identification in the case of G. longicauda referred by the author of
the primary record (Ebner 1941, Fernandes 1959, Fernandes 1960).
In the recent revision of the Spanish crickets by Gorochov & Llo-
rente (2001), only G. adspersa ssp. merobricensis is presented as
occurring in Portugal, although it is stated that the presence of G.
uclensis is very likely even though it is not confirmed.

Confirmation of the occurrence of Gryllomorpha uclensis
Pantel, 1890 in Portugal

The presence of Gryllomorpha uclensis in Portugal was first re-
corded by Kirby (1906) and afterwards by Chopard (1943), however
none of these authors referred a specific locality for the record,
indicating only “Portugal”. This lack of a geographic accuracy and
the absence of material in the collections lead Fernandes (1960) to
state that G. uclensis was a species whose presence on the country
required confirmation.

In this paper the occurrence of the species in Portugal is
confirmed and the first set of localities is presented. The material
examined was collected in the surroundings of two train stations in
the Tua valley, both located in the Vila Flor municipality (Fig. 1):
Abreiro (29TPF4378), 11-09-2006 (3 44 and 3 99, Martin Corley
leg.) and Vilarinho das Azenhas (29TPF5083), 12-09-2006 (4 4&
and 2 992, Martin Corley leg.). All specimens are deposited in
CIBIO-UP’s collection except one couple from Abreiro, which is
deposited in the senior author’s collection.

This species’ known distribution includes Spain and the Medi-
terranean areas of France (including Corsica), Italy (including Sar-
dinia). Although Harz (1969) and Gorochov & Llorente (2001) had
cited it from Switzerland, Heller (2007) does not record it. In Spain
the species was recorded from the provinces of Albacete, Alicante,
Almeria, Barcelona, Cadiz, Cantabria, Ciudad Real, Coérdoba,
Cuenca, Granada, Guadalajara, Huelva, Madrid, Murcia, Navarra,
Teruel, Toledo and Zaragoza (Gorochov & Llorente 2001).

The records presented herein represent not only the confir-
mation of the presence of Gryllomorpha uclensis in Portugal but
also an extension of its known range towards the north-west of
Iberia.
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Fig. 1. Known distribution
of Gryllomorpha uclensis
Pantel, 1890 in continental
Portugal.
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